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Message from the Principal’s Desk 

 

The month of September has been a busy one. We have met our new teachers, made 
new friends and continue to work, learn and grow together as a school community. 
We were faced with the need to go through some minor reorganization of some of 
our Kindergarten and Primary classes however these moves were minimal and re-
sulted in folding our Grade 1/2 class and our 2/3 class and making them each a 
straight Grade 1 and 2. We apologize to you and your children for any upsets that 
have been experienced as a result. It has been our priority to address our parents’ 
concerns and students’ needs at this time. As we move forward, we hope the days 
and months ahead will be spent establishing new friendships and engaging in new and 
exciting learning opportunities.  We remind you as well that it is extremely important 
for you to be as involved as possible in your children’s schooling.  The research shows 
a clear correlation between parent involvement and student achievement, indicating 
that the more involved you are, the better your child will do at school. Involvement 
can be as simple as checking your child’s agenda each evening, keeping track of home-
work that needs to be done, or asking him /her what they learned in Math today. 
Nightly reading is also a great way to connect! Together in partnership, parents and 
teachers alike can positively influence student achievement and well-being! 

Leeanne Hughes-Fernandes &  

Tina Diavolitsis 

OCTOBER AT A GLANCE! 

 
7 - iwalk - International Walk to School 
Day 
15- School Council Meeting at 6:30 pm in 
the Learning Commons 
12 - Thanksgiving - NO SCHOOL  
14 -Regional Cross Country Meet 
19-  Election Polling Station-Gym Closed 
20 & 21– Bus Safety Program 
27 - Grade 7 Hep B shots, Grade 8 girls HPV 
shots 
19th –23rd– Waste Free Lunch Challenge 
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Student Allergies 

Due to the severe allergy to peanuts/nuts  and 

shellfish of several of our students, we are ask-

ing that NO peanuts /nut products  or shellfish 

be brought into the school for snacks or 

lunches.  As well, we have some students aller-

gic to eggs. If you have received  a letter indi-

cating there is a specific allergy in your child’s 

class, please refrain from sending that specific 

food item to school  in your child’s lunch. If you 

would like a list of nut free snack  and lunch 

ideas please visit: 

http://snacksafely.com/ 

Trustee Greetings 
Welcome back to another school year. I am happy to extend a warm welcome to our 
returning students and families and those who are new to our Board. I am the trustee 
for your child’s school and your representative on the York Region District School 
Board of Trustees. I am looking forward to continuing my work to ensure that all 
YRDSB students receive a high-quality education within safe, caring and inclusive 
learning environments. In the coming year, trustees will continue to focus on the pri-
orities that we set out in our Multi-Year Plan: student achievement and well-being, 
the delivery of effective and sustainable educational programs and the responsible 
stewardship of Board resources. We know that partnerships with families are essen-
tial to achieving this goal. Good schools become better schools when they are con-
nected to parents and families. I hope that you will find positive and meaningful ways 
to engage with your child’s school over the course of the year. There will be many 
events and activities to look forward to throughout the year and many opportunities 
across the Region that support parent engagement. 2015-16 promises to be an excit-
ing year.  
All the best for the upcoming school year! 
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Halloween– Let’s Make it Safe!    
 
A reminder that as Halloween approaches, stu-
dents are not permitted to bring any replica/toy guns, knives, 
sticks, swords, etc. to school even if they are part of the cos-
tume.  Make-up is preferred over masks to ensure that stu-
dents can see properly.  Jokes that include spray cans of silly 
string, fake blood, etc. should be kept at home for Halloween 
evening as they are often misused at school.  Individual teach-
ers will communicate specifics about Halloween activities in 
their classes.                               

CELL PHONE & ELECTRONIC DEVICES 
 
 

Students and parents are reminded of and are 
requested to please respect the policy at 
Unionville Meadows P.S. with regard to elec-
tronic devices. All electronic devices such as cell 
phones, cameras, iPods, etc. are to be off and invisible from 
the beginning of school until the closing bell unless instructed 
by the teacher for in class use. Students are to exercise digital 
citizenship and act responsibly. Use of these items during the 
course of the day may result in confiscation. In order to pre-
vent loss, confiscation or damage, students are encouraged to 
leave these devices at home. If your child needs to contact you 
or if you need to contact your child during school hours, please 
do so through the main office. If your child is ill, he/she is 
asked to report to the office and we will contact the parent/
guardian. The taking of photographs of non-willing staff or 
students is strictly prohibited at UMPS.  

Bullying vs. conflict  
 

When talking to children about events that they encounter it is 

important to distinguish between bullying and conflict.  Both 

issues need to be addressed, however the strategies to do so 

are different and we need to help children recognize the dif-

ference between the two. 
 

Bullying is a persistent pattern of unwelcome or aggressive 

behaviour that  involves an imbalance of power, and/or the 

intention to harm or humiliate someone.    
 

Conflict on the other hand is generally a disagreement or dif-

ference in opinion between peers who typically have equal 

power in their relationships. It’s usually an inevitable part of a 

group dynamic.  

@UMPSMarkham 

Hear about special events, important days,  

and celebrations of learning! 
 

Also, check out our website: 

 

http://unionvillemeadows.ps.yrdsb.ca/ 

 

Please remember to send forks and spoons 
with your child(ren).  We can not provide 

these on a daily basis.   

School Assistants 

If you are interested in working as a school assistant on a cas-

ual basis for the 2015/2016 school year, please let us know in 
the office.  School assistants work daily in the school and 
school yard. Please see Mrs. Shiva in the office if you are inter-
ested in working as a school assistant this year. 

Congratulations UMPS staff and students! Last year we raised 

$363.18 for the Water Project. Our gift will provide clean, safe 

water to a community in need for years to come. To see how 

our gift is helping in a specific community, enter the donation 

ID # at www.thewaterproject.org/track 

Donation ID– 44105 

Check No.– 001816 

Way to go Mustangs!!!! 
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Are you interested in attending Bill Crothers Secondary School  

for the school year 2016 - 2017?  

 

 Information Night for Students and Parents  
 
Bill Crothers Secondary School (BCSS) is a system-wide school with a focus on healthy active living and sport. The school is open for 
Grade 9 to 12 students. Students and parents from across the region are invited to attend an information evening.  Information will be 
shared regarding the vision, mission, schedule, programs, the transfer policy, and application process. 
 
All information sessions will occur at Bill Crothers Secondary School, 44 Main Street, Unionville, Ontario, L3R 2E4 from 7 – 8:30 in the 
cafeteria. 
 
Wednesday October 7, 2015 – Students in the West & North Region 
 
Tuesday October 13, 2015 – Students in the East Region 
 
Thursday October 15

th
, 2015 – Students in the Central Region 

 
 
Due to building capacity regulations, we request that only students and parents interested in attending BCSS for the school year 2016 
- 2017, attend one of these evening. Parking is limited so we ask that parents carpool or park at the GO Station. Markham By-law offi-
cers regularly enforce the parking regulations on school property, so please abide by the posted parking regulations. 
 



 

 



 

 

Download the YRDSB App! 
 
Did you know that you can download the York 
Region District School Board app, YRDSB Mo-
bile, using your iPhone, Android or Blackberry 
10 device? 
 
YRDSB Mobile provides parents and students 
with up-to-date news, access to student re-
sources, school maps and contact information. 
Users are able to access the Report It tool, 
school year calendars, transportation informa-
tion and much more.  
 
To download the free app, search for 
"YRDSB" in your app store.  
 



 

 



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

    
 
 
 
 
 

1 
Cross Country Meet 
Milliken Mills Park 

10:00 am to 1:30 pm 
 
Day 2 

2 
 
 
 
 
Day 3 

3 

4 5 
 
 
 
 
Day 4 

6 
 
 
 
 
Day 5 

7 
International Walk to 

School Day 
 
 
Day 1 

8   
 
 
 
 
Day 2 

9 
 
 
 
 
Day 3 

10 

11 12 
THANKSGIVING  

NO SCHOOL  
 

13 
 
 
 
 
Day 4 

14 
 

Regional Cross Country 
Meet 

 
 
Day 5 

15 
School Council Meeting in 

Learning Commons 
6:30 

 
 
 

16 
 
 
 
 
Day 2 

17 

18 19  
Gym Closed 

Elections Canada Polling 
Station 

Waste Free Lunch  
Challenge 

Day 3 

20 
Bus Safety Program 
Waste Free Lunch  

Challenge 
 
Day 4 

21 
Bus Safety Program 
Waste Free Lunch  

Challenge 
 
Day 5 

22 
Waste Free Lunch  

Challenge 
 
 
Day 1    

23 
Waste Free Lunch  

Challenge 
 
 
Day 2 

24 

25 26 
 
 
 
 
Day 3 

27 
Immunization  

Grade 7 Hep B shots, 
Grade 8 girls HPV shots 

 
Day 4 

28 
 
 
 
 
Day 5 

29 
 
 
 
 
Day 1 

30 
 

 
 
 
Day 2 

31 
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